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Photogrupled by M3ih Phote Seclion, AC, C.N.G.

THE OLD AND THE NEW. An aeroplanc view of the two bridges which feet long or 2/3 of a mile. But it is more than a mass of concrete, steel and
gives a comparative idea of the size of the new structure. It is the largest bridge granite. It is the happy culmination of years of planning and cooperation by
in New England, built of steel and concrete at a cost of $3,500,000. Designed ' the Middletown-Portland bridge committee and the citizens of Middlesex
and built under the direction of the State Highway Department, it is 3,420 County, and is a proud monument to that elusive quality—community spirit.
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State of Connecticut T. M. RussELL, CAairmt
ELwiy T. CLARE, &0

’ N - N, TARD
Middletown-Portland xwsss s

H « . BIE
Bridge Commission Freperics J

A Bill is now hefore the Legislature asking for an appropriation
of $500,000.00 for the purchase of the necessary right-of-way and
for building the approaches to a new bridge across the Connecticut
RI’VCF between Middletown and Portland. X

The ultimate cost of the completed structure, including right-ot-
way and approaches will be between three and one-half and four
mitlion dollars. This is a very large sum even in prosperous times,
and there must of necessity be the best of reasons presented before
favorable action from the Legislature can be expected. .

This Commission might present a more exhaustive report giving
facts, figures and statistics covering the condition of the present
old drawbridge, and the inconvenience and delay caused to the
present volume of tratfic, as well as what may be anticipated if this
volume increases in the future. The subject is of such importance
and so broad that it is well worthy of careful and exhaustive study.
but we believe that a relatively brief and comprehensive report will
give a sufficiently clear picture to insure favorable action. The
Commission stand ready whenever called upon to enter exhaustively
into the facts and figures relative to traffic delays, probable increase
in traffic and probable cost of maintenance and repairs to the present
structure. e

The present drawbridge was built by a private corporation in
1896. 'T'his, of course, was before automobiles had become any
problem at all in the State. The bridge was designed to serve the
moderate problem of horse-drawn and pedestrian traffic of those
days. Operation of the draw was rather an infrequent occurrence,
except for the passage of the New York Boats, and delays caused
thereby were of minor importance, as there was no heavy tratfic to
be tied up and delays of ten or fifteen minutes of a Few vehicles
in those days meant little. ' R

Today this bridge is entirely inadequate to meet the needs of
maodern traffic. It is wide enough for only one line of tramic in
each direction, and it frequently happens that one -horse-drawn
vehicle may delay the whole stream following it for six or seven
minutes, the time it takes the horses to cross the bridge. . An open-
ing of the draw causes a stoppage of traffic of from ten to twenty-
five minutes, and on busy days, frequently stops_seyeral huihdred
cars in each direction for all or part of that time. " There are days
when the draw has to be opened from twelve to fifteen times in the
twenty-four hours. . IR AR

When west bound traffic approaching )[nddietown starts after
the draw has closed, there is a very serious congestion at the
Middletown end of the bridge, as the north bound traffic on the
Main Hartiord Road is interrupted to permit the passage of the
west bound bridge traffic, as the two lines have to cross on the same
level at this point. This north bound traffic embraces everything
from the New Haven Turnpike to the Saybrook Rqad, Including the

frpigH
fary

LEFIELD

| Branford, Guilford and Madison routes, and it all concentrates on’
this one highway through Middletown past the end of the bridge.

There have been times on days of extremely heavy Sunmmer
travel when traffic has been blocked for three miles east of the
bridge and five or six miles south or almost to Higganum, Fourteen
thousand vehicles have crossed this bridge in one day.

This condition would be very serious and deserving of relief even
though it were almost entirely a problem affecting local conmu-
nities, but a study of the above map prepared by the State High-
way Department discloses some very interesting facts regard-
ing the Highway System of our State, and why Middletown is the
natural point of concentration of a vast and ever-increasing flow
of east and west bound traffic, as well as of practically all the north
and south bound traffic between Branford and Saybrook and points
above Middletown. .

"The straight air lines between New York and Boston. New Haven
and Worcester, Waterbury, Iall River and Cape Cod all pass di-
rectly through Middletown and the natural development of 1main
highways between all these important points has naturally followed
these shortest lines and is concentrating the steadily "increasing
traffic at Middictown.,

Geographical location and the logical and systematic development
of our highway system require that this absolutely vital link in our
transportation scheme be supplied at the very earliest possible
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permit, and then only by the observation of special regulations,

ent. It is so urgently required for safety as well as cou-

ence and freedom from serious delays to trathc that serious
ideration should be given to the pn_ssﬂnhgy of providing the
ptjre amount required for the completion of the whole project
thin the next three years. o ' .
We must recognize the fact that Connecticut is beconung n?oae
d more of a thoroughfare for Summer al}d tourist t‘ravel hetween
v York and Southern and Western points, and Cape Cod and
Coasts and Mountains of Maine and Massachusetts, Not oaly
twe furnish all necessary facilities to these travellers, but even
e we must give our own people the means ot ready and quick
munication and transit between their homes and our own shore
it mountain resorts.
cavel statistics will prove that a very large percent
sing through our State, and from one section of it to another,
ther for business or pleasure, will fnd the routes through Middle-
n shorter and move advantageous than any other way, gm(_! com-
ction of this new bridge and its approaches with the eltmination
he disagreeable and trying delays, which now make these routes
npopular, will greatly increase the volume ot trathic,
‘reight and express transportation by trucks has increased €no
usly, and laid an additional heavy burden upon our highway sys-
fem, Whatever our attitude may e in relation to this means of
ansportation, we must admit the fact that highways are fre-

| enor-

age of those

quently congested and more traffic delayed if adequate facilities are
not available for the continuous and rapid operation of trucks.
Neither can we fix Jimits of weights in accordance with what we
would like to have, but we must furnish structures able to carry
not only the extreme weights of today but what we must reasonably
took [for in the future, and the traveling public should not be ex-
posed to_the danger Jurking in an antiquated structure, which will,
from time to time, be subject to destructive loads even in the height
of traffic. FEven the most exhaustive examination will sometimes
fail to reveal defects or potential dangers of failure in so complex
a structure as a long highway drawbridge.

A few ycars ago the State had to undertake very extensive re-
pairs on the ol bridge, and a large amount of money was required.
Within a few vears more other heavy expenditures of a like charae-
ter will be required. All the time the expense of maintenance and
operation is increasing, and it cerfainly seems umwise to continue
lavishing large sums on an antiquated and inadequate structare,
which will ultimately have to be condemned and replaced any way,
when by a reasonable expenditure in these times of extreme low
prices for material, a new and adequate structure can be provided
which will serve all needs for very many vears to come.

It is worthy of note that certain heavy equipment now used in
road construction and similar work cannot cross any of the Con-
necticut River bridges below Hartford without obtaining a special

which sometimes require clearing of the bridge of all other trathe.
We certainly should provide adequate means of crossing from oue-
half of the State to another somewhere in this fifty mile streteh.

No work has been done in the last few years toward completng
the main highways east and west of the River for a distance ot
several miles, pending determination of the location and type ot
bridge. .

The length of the approaches and the new bridge structure will
be approximately four and one-half miles, and now that the site
for the bridge has been determined. work on the approaches can
be underlaken as soon as funds are available. The construction Ol
these approaches will eliminate a nwmber of bad conditions on the
present roads, including one railroad grade crossing, and the
approaches almost up to the bridge structure itself can be madle
available and will be of great value even before the new bridge 13
built. _ _
The half million dollar appropriation now asked for will permit
of the purchase of the necessary right-of-way and practical com-
pletion of 2 large part of the approaches during the next fwo Yyears,
by which time, it seems probable that provision can be made for the
balance of the required funds to permit of early completion of the
bridge structure itself, and the opening to traffic of this important
link in the central highway system of the State.
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